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Dear Families & Friends, 
Greetings from the hot tropics 
that is Vietnam! I hope life is 
treating you well in your part 
of the world. As for me, life is 
always full of continuous 
activities and challenges. Grab 
a cuppa, find a comfy spot to 
sit and let me tell you all about. 
 
Bui lding &  
Const ruct ion 
Updates:  After a long and 
tedious process of application 
for us to build a vocational 
training school for disabled 
children we are finally getting 
closer to the end. We’ve just 
about passed every hurdle 
they’ve thrown at us and surely 
there can’t be that much more! 
If needed, I’m even willing to 
do some tap-dancing if that’s 
what it takes! Fingers crossed, 
by my next newsletter we 
should be on our way pouring 
concrete for the foundation for 
our Grace School and 
Rehabilitation centre. Thank 
you for being so patient and 
hanging in there with your 
prayers and encouragements. 
 
Finance wise, thanks to the 
SABU, books & DVD sales, as 
well as kind hearted folks out 
there, we are slowly getting 
enough to cover the building 
costs, even though inflation 
(currently at 25% in Vietnam) 
and building costs have risen 
quite a bit. This could pose a 
bit of a challenge for us.  
 

Company of  Grace Ð 
Staf f  Training: Topic: 
“Hospitality & Tourism Class 
101” After the success of our 
first class with eight young 
Vietnamese volunteers, I have 
started our second more 
improved class with 12 new 
students (including two 
assistant teachers, Jill & Leigh 
Wheatley from Australia here 
to help out).  
 
The requirements for this 
course will not be a walk in the 
park, as these young students 
have to pass some rather 
stringent criteria: class 
attendance, good English and 
communication skills, pass a 
written test, show organisation 
and leadership skills, help me 
take care of volunteer teams 
from overseas, and finally 
make me a good cup of coffee. 
I can tell you, not all will pass! 
 
As more courses are developed 
for our growing group of young 
Vietnamese volunteers we hope 
to select the best of the best. 
For what would be our eventual 
group of experienced full time 
staff for Company of Grace in 
Vietnam. This is the ideal or 
theory anyway. 
 
Two Short -t erm 
Volunt eer Teams to 
Vietnam: In June a team of 
seven from Taree, NSW came 
for two weeks. Being a general 
all-purpose team they were 

required to do anything and 
everything to help our project 
along. With a full schedule, 
they did a good job for what 
was expected of them but it 
wasn’t long before we said our 
goodbyes and they went home.  
 
Not long after another team 
came early in July. This group 
had six months of special 
preparation and training from 
our Grace Support Team in 
Adelaide. This was our first 
official building team of six 
members. When they got here 
they were a little disappointed 
that we still didn’t have official 
permission to build our Grace 
centre so they ended up helping 
us finish building our brick 
fence around the second vacant 
block and moving quite a few 
very, very large pot plants 
around so landfill could be 
evenly distributed around our 
fist block. Western blokes are 
much bigger than Asians men, 
so they came in handy. 
 
Every second day they 
travelled to our property and 
worked tirelessly under the hot 
tropical sun mixing up cement 
and laying bricks as sweat pour 
out of them by the litres. As for 
me, I sat in the shade 
organising and making sure 
they weren’t slacking off. The 
rest of the time they tour 
around HCMC, visiting 
orphanages and taking orphans 
to the park for the day, ate 
heaps of delicious traditional 
Vietnamese food, and spent 



time with our young group of 
volunteer students.  
 
My group of young 
Vietnamese volunteer were 
rather impressed at how a 
bunch of supposedly mature 
foreigners really got into 
singing karaoke all night long 
and danced with gusto to Elvis 
Presley songs.  
 
Opportunit y f or 
Bui lding Team to 
Speak at  your Group:  
If you are from South Australia 
and would like to hear the 
latest of what the building had 
experienced firsthand of our 
work in Vietnam they would be 
willing to give a short or longer 
presentation with lots of great 
pictures of their time in 
Vietnam. Contact Judy Secomb 
for bookings and inquiries: 
tjsecomb@hotmail.com  
 
New DVD based on the 
book Heart  of  Stone: My 
new DVD video has been out 
for a few months now and I 
have had some good 
encouraging responses from 
those who have seen it. They 
are being snapped up quickly 
so far but there should be some 
left if you’re game. Priced @ 
$22.50 each, plus postage and 
handling with all proceeds 
going towards the building of 
our Grace centre. Sorry at this 
early stage it is still only 
available at the South 
Australian Baptist Union 
(SABU). Address: 35 King 
William Road, Unley, South 
Australia 5061 Australia. 
Ph: (08) 8357 1755         
E: sabu@sabaptist.asn.au 
 

A Christ mas 
Volunt eer Team to 
Vietnam:  Currently another 
team from Adelaide is forming 
and starting their preparation to 
help us out at our busy 
Christmas season here in 
Vietnam. There may be some 
limited spots left if you’re 
quick, have some spare cash 
and time to help us in Vn. 
 
I Õve Been Long-Listed:  A 
few weeks ago I had an 
unexpected surprise when my 
good friend Andrew 
McDonough called me from 
Adelaide. He rang to 
congratulate me saying that my 
book have made the shortlist 
for Australian Christian Book 
of the Year award from over 50 
books entered for 2007-2008. It 
was a pleasant surprise indeed. 
I don’t know about you but 
when I hear of the world “short 
list” I’m thinking of three-five 
in numbers, but apparently 
others think differently. Their 
shortish-kind-of-list was nine in 
all. Lucky I’m not competing 
with the Holy book or Narnia, 
“The Lion, the Witch in a 
Cyclo”. All I have to do now is 
not to hold my breath and wait 
until the end of August when 
they will announce the winner.   
 
The Delayed Search: You 
wouldn’t believe it but with all 
the teams coming to Vietnam, 
training of Vietnamese 
volunteers here, paperwork for 
building approval and 
everything else that has going 
on I haven’t had much time to 
plan for a trip to down to the 
province of Vinh Long to have 
a look at my biological father’s 
grave. It has certainly been on 
my mind though and I’m 

hoping that August will give 
me more time to do this.  
 
Websi te Updates:  It is 
starting to look good folks! 
Check it out for photos and 
updates. 
www.houseofgrace.com.au  
 

For Your 
Considerat ions 

 
• Permission for building to 

be finalised so we can start 
the construction work to 
begin soon and finish by 
the end of this year. 

 
• The Grace Support Team 

and their work this year in 
Adelaide to assist us in our 
work in Vietnam. 
Promotions, fundraising, 
and preparing teams to visit 
Vietnam. 

 
• Continuing interest and 

provisional support for the 
building stage of the House 
of Grace in Vietnam. It 
would be wonderful to have 
the funds to cover all the 
building costs before it 
even begins. 

 
• Successful promotion of the 

new DVD for raising funds 
and promotion of our 
project to the wider 
community. 

 
• Preparation of lessons and 

training of Vietnamese 
volunteers for our current 
need “Hospitality & 
Tourism” classes. 

 
Your friend in Vietnam, 

Peter (Hoa) Stone 
(Director of 

Company of Grace


